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of religious beliefs and local Sanctuaries, and this was the angle from which
they appraised life. Of a prince or a mayor engaged in public service, people
said that he was concerning himself with the house of St. Sophia, or engaged on
work for the house of Our Lady. The struggle with national enemies bore a
religious character. When an armed force was approaching a town, tlie citizens
would say that it had come to ransack the holy place, that it was going to do
harm to St. Sophia or the Holy Trinity. ' 'Let us die honourably for St. Sophia,"
exclaimed the citizens of Novgorod, "who shed their blood . . . and who laid
down their lives for St. Sophia", or "the people of Novgorod defeated them
with God's strength and St. Sophia's help".
An old Arab saying goes : k'The blood of the martyr and the ink of the wise
man are of equal worth, in like manner beautiful and dear." For centuries our
forefathers in ancient Russia served the common cause of European civilization
with the ink of wisdom as well as with the blood of martyrdom. Placed on the
boundary of two worlds, Asia and Europe, they protected with their lives the
peaceful development of European civilization from the onslaught of barbarians.
We have a vision of our ancestors through the tales of the great battles. Our
ancestors saw in the struggle against foreign invasion an affair of the whole
people. Not in vain are the princes, in *' [gor's Campaign", called upon to take
part in the struggle against the Polovtsy, "for the wrongs of the time, for the
Russian land".
When in the 13th century, under Batu Khan, a wave of conquerors, armed
with the then most advanced Chinese war technique, broke upon Russia, at that
time, in the annalist's words, a ""much evil" covered the Russian earth. Day
and night the dull blows of the Tartar battering-rams resounded against the
timber walls of ancient Russian cities. The Tartars rushed the breaches in the
walls, sowing terror, death and destruction. Some towns were wiped off the
face of the earth, and since the times of Batu Khan's pogrom not mentioned
again in the chronicles. But the Russian land did not surrender without a fight.
The little town of Kozelsk for seven weeks held the Tartar hordes by its firm
resistance. "The people of Kozelsk took the decision not to give in to Batu."
They perished in the savage hand-to-hand fight and contended with the Tartars
on the walls of their native town, but they did not surrender. The Tartars
- did not even call Kozelsk by its name, they called it apprehensively "the evil
city".
In 1240, when Kiev had fallen after obstinate resistance, first Swedish forces
appeared, and after them the Teutonic Knights, clad in iron from head to heel,
moved into Russia from the Baltic shores. If this attack from the north-west
had succeeded, Russia would have lain crushed by the alien invader for many
years. But in the path of the Swedish and German knights there arose in its
full stature the figure of the holy Prince Alexander Nevsky. With the words,
fcCGod is in truth, not in force" he joined battle with his mighty foes on the ice of
Lake Chud. The Germans were beaten and thrown back from the sacred
borders of the Russian land.
During the heavy years of the Tartar yoke our forebears were building their
State and working for the rise of Moscow. The far-sighted Ivan Kalita ran-
somed prisoners from the Horde and settled them in villages on Muscovite earth.
The principality of Moscow grew in strength, clearing the way for a Russian
national state. On one great turning point of this road, the Russian people
rallied for the great battle of Kulikovo, buying with their blood victory over the
Tartars. At this vital moment of our history, when the people were preparing